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Pre-Reading Skills 
Children are not born with the skil ls 
needed to start reading. Speaking & listening 
skills are the most important pre-requisite.  

They also need to develop their visual 
discrimination, auditory discrimination & memory.  

There are many games that will help in these ar-
eas: 

VISUAL 
• Matching games, such as jigsaw puzzles, 

snap, bingo and lotto 

• Odd one out and spot the difference 

• Books with hidden objects in the pictures 

• Spotting first in the car 

• Computer games 

• Plastic, wooden, sponge & magnetic letters, 
letter flashcards (later  key word flashcards) 

• Putting cut-up words back together 

MEMORY 
• Kim’s game 

• Telephone numbers 

• ‘I went to the market….’ 

AUDITORY 
• Story & song CDs 
• ‘I-Spy’ 
• Sound lotto games 
• Reciting Nursery Rhymes 

• Learning the alphabet sounds  

Jolly phonics– Multi-sensory approach to 
phonics. This helps with all three. 

Looking At The Whole Book 
You could also draw your child’s attention to: 
• The cover, highlighting the author and title on 

the front and the synopsis on the back, and 
predicting what the story will be about. 

• The text, following left to right,  with your 
finger and noticing changes in text size and 
bold print. 

• Familiar letters, perhaps from your child’s 
name / Punctuation and key words. 

• Unfamiliar words, defining new vocabulary 

Getting Ready For 

Reading 

Choosing A Suitable Story  
You need to have a range of books to 
choose from in order to cater for your 
child’s mood and the avai lable t ime. 

It is important that children are introduced to both 
fiction & information books.  

Picture dictionaries are particularly useful as the 
children are bound to succeed at reading the text.  
 
Reread your child’s favourite stories over and 
over and make deliberate mistakes. 
 
When reading a story you should encourage your 
child to talk about the characters, the pictures and 
to predict what will happen next.  

Init ial ly look out for books with: 

• Good pictures and limited print 
• Lift the flaps and other interaction devices 
• Stories in rhyme 
• Pictures with lots of detail 
• Longer stories for listening 
• Strong story with repeated sections and 

predictable language 
 
Then encourage different types of books:  
• picture books, plays, poems and stories 

with familiar settings and those based on 
imaginary or fantasy worlds 

• stories, poems and chants containing pat-
terned retellings of traditional folk and fairy 
stories 

• A range of sources of information,  
         including dictionaries, ICT-based  
         reference materials & encyclopaedias  
• stories and poems from Wales and a 

range of cultures, adaptations and transla-
tions 

• books and poems written by significant 
children’s authors 

• stories and poems that are particularly 
challenging in terms of length or vocabu-



Reading with your child also gives them your  
attention, something every 
child craves.  
 

Early Reading Skills 
 

What is ‘reading’? 
 
A child who: 
• uses picture book clues to make up their own 

story  
• picks up a familiar book and uses 

remembered or made up text to tell the story. 
• correctly recites the words on the page. 
• uses punctuation and puts expressions into 

the  text. 
• can recall what has been read and infer 

hidden meanings. 
• Is able to scan a text and extract information. 
 

Getting Your Child Started 
 
Ensure that story time is a quiet, peaceful time, with 
no distractions—bedtime is particularly suitable.  
 

Read familiar words in the environment.  Read 
signs out loud in front of your child. 
 

Buy books and comics as presents and ensure that 
they are treated with respect.  
 

Join the local library and regularly borrow books. 
 

Make your own books, perhaps using a photograph 
album.   Write down children’s captions for them to 
reread. 
 

Write your child’s name everywhere. 
 

Label everything around the house. 
 

Finland’s children have the highest reading 
scores in the world. A tool they use more than 
any other country is closed-captioning on the 
TV.  Children unconsciously absorb the sight 
of the words and their sounds, making con-
nections to how print is used.  
 

Children need to have experiences of: 
• observing others reading 
• shared or guided reading 
• matching picture cues to words 
• sequencing pictures to create a story 
• looking at and discussing patterns in words 
• looking at shapes of letters and words 
• using and looking at common words 
• matching word games 
• breaking down words into letters and sounds 
• early stages of punctuation. 

Reading is essential in our very literate society 
and is at the heart of learning in school.   
  
A child typically spends 900 hours a year in 
school and 7,800 hours at home.  Reading out-
side lessons is linked to strong academic 
achievement.  
 
Children who are read to every day at age three 
have a vocabulary at age five , nearly two 
months in advance to those that are not.  
Children who read outside class on a daily  
basis are 13 times more likely to read above the 
expected level for their age.  
 
However, only 1 in 5 parents easily find the  
opportunity to read to their children.  
 
Children love to copy adults, so if they observe 
adults reading around them and finding reading 
a useful, worthwhile thing to do, then they will 
want to be able to do it too.   

Reading Together 

Early Foundation Phase  reading skills 
include: 

Concentration to follow stories read to them 
showing interest and enjoyment in the content 
Correctly handling a book — reading pages 
left to right following stories from pictures 
Recognising that the print is read and under-

standing that words on a page are made up of 
letters and are separated by a space.  

Awareness that each letter has at least two 
forms: capital  and lowercase letters. 

Using the picture clues  
Using the initial sounds of words & blends 

Developing phonological awareness 
Recognisng key words 

Using meaning & context as a whole to 
make sense of print 

Retelling main points, talking about charac-
ters, events and language in books 

Making predictions 
Reading fluently and with expression 

Reading aloud to children is vital because it 
helps them acquire the information and skills 
they need in life:   
 

• Knowledge of printed letters and words, 
and the  relationship between sound and 
print.  

• The meaning of words.  

• How books work, and a variety of writing 
styles.  

• The world in which they live.  

• The difference between written language 
and  

          everyday conversation.  

• The pleasure of reading.  


