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 ST DAVID’S CHURCH IN WALES SCHOOL – Voluntary aided PRIMARY SCHOOL 
GOVERNORS’ MEETING – 11th June 2019 at 6.00pm 
MEETING MINUTES 

 Agenda Item 
 

 

 Prayers 

Present  

 

 

 

 

Byron Davies 
 
Byron Davies (Chairman) 
Tom Marples   
Father Edward  
Ceri Hoffrock – CH -Head teacher (HT) 
Karen Anthony – KA 
Pam Haines – PH 
Amy Gathergood (AG) 
Wendy Gordon (WG) 
Martyn Hurst (MH) 
Emily Steggall (ES)  
Penny Snowden – PS 
Abrie Theron – AT 
Clerk - Karen Bowen(KB) 
 

 Apologies  Apologies were received from Andy Clarke. 
 

 Minutes AGREED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th May 2019 be 
approved as a correct record subject to it being noted that Wendy 
Gordon had been present. 

 Matters arising from the 

minutes 

No matters arising were raised as issues were to be covered 
throughout the agenda. However, following Gareth Jones 
resignation the Clerk advised that Cllr Christine Roach had been 
appointed by Colwinston Community Council as his replacement.  
An agenda had been forwarded to Cllr Roach for the meeting. 

 Updating Members 

business interests 

All present confirmed there were no updates to be recorded.  
 
 

 Presentation  Matthew Curtis Project officer with the Vale of Glamorgan Council 
21 st Century schools Project provided the GB with an overview of 
the Objection report that on the proposal to expand the school 
from 140 places to 210 places in order to meet future demand for 
Church in Wales Education. 
 
Mr Curtis reiterated to Governors that from the Council’s 
perspective the proposals seek to fulfil the Council’s duty of the 
provision of sufficient school places. From an Education 
perspective St David’s school was the worst in condition building 
wise in the Vale. The Diocese also unfortunately could not access 
the 21st Century School funding that the Council could.  
Governors having regard to the PLASC DATA advised that over 
60% of the school’s pupils identified as Christian.   
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Following considerable discussion on the report it being noted 
that the Vales Cabinet were due to consider a final report in July 
2019 it was subsequently -  
 
AGREED –  
1. That Matthew Curtis be thanked for his hard work in 

supporting the school through the process. 
2. The Objection report be approved subject to the addition to 

include reference to PLASC data as outlined above. 
3. That the document be uploaded to the school’s website. 

 Head Teachers report   The HT report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
CH referred to the following - Numbers on roll noted as 163 
pupils. Attendance to date was 95.6%. However,  the school 
would not meet its target of 96.8% with CH advising that she had 
considered whether to issue FPN’s but had decided against this as 
a number of parents had returned from holidays early and had 
cooperated with the school in meeting requests to not impact on 
the National Testing period.  Following a request from a Governor 
it was noted that the new drafts for the School Improvement Plan   
Governor Learning walks in particular from ES and PH’s learning 
walks. Of further note was the monitoring role Governors 
undertake.  
 
End of Key Stage Data – The Data had been affected by the 
number of new children in the foundation phase with limited 
speech although pupil progress was noted as excellent. Governors 
considered the value added to be of significant importance.  
 
 Governors in considering the data in detail noted that key stage 2 
data showed overall that level 5 had been surpassed. The school 
was also targeting outcome 6. Although the standards were not 
as good as previous years Governors noted the value added and 
the comparisons with the FFT statistics. Following queries from 
Governors CH advised that staff had not as yet completed end of 
year level updates for all pupils. 
 
Following further discussion Governors also commented on how 
pleased they were to note how the school was dealing with 
gender issues.   
 
Other aspects were also reported i.e. Initiatives and events, 
improvement plan targets, church news, parent and community 
links and student and parent volunteers.  
 
In conclusion PS referred to the GWELLA inspection (2nd and 3es 
July) advising that confirmations will take place on 1st July 2019.  
 
AGREED – the comprehensive HT report be accepted with 
Governors recognising the value-added progress of pupils.  
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 Treasurers Report TM advised that the schools current auditor Mrs Bray was 
retiring, and CH had sought a replacement.  
 
There being no further issues raised it was   
AGREED - T H A T the Treasurers report be approved, and a letter 
of thanks be extended to Mrs Bray for her years of service to the 
GB. 
 

 Review of Governing 

Body policies  

The school’s Online safety policy and Education for Sustainable 
development Global Citizenship Policy had been circulated prior 
to the meeting with it subsequently being: -  
AGREED  
1. That the online safety policy be approved. 
2. That the sustainable Global Citizenship Policy be approved 

subject to the addition of reference to the daily mile being 
added to the Health section. 

  

 Correspondence  Cllr Jones had written to the school advising of his resignation and 
suggesting that Governors consider the appointments of 
Foundation Governors from parents with children in the school. 
The Diocese Director of Education had also recently advised of 
the same and that Governing Bodies should consider Governor 
appointments based upon the needs of the school. At this point 
the Chairman advised that he would be retiring in August 2019 as 
a foundation governor. Considerable discussion ensued with 
regard to the matter it being noted that PS and TM’s terms of 
office were also due to expire in August.  Governors stated that 
they would wish that both PS and TM be reappointed in view of 
their expertise in pastoral and financial matters.  Both thanked 
Governors for the vote of confidence with TM advising that 
following the introduction of Wrap around care and the new 
school being built he would resign from the GB thereafter. 
 
AGREED -   That PS and TM be put forward with the GB’s approval 
to be reappointed as Foundation Governors for the school.  

 Calendar of meetings  AGREED – That the next meeting of the GB be held on Wednesday 
25th September 2019 at 6.00pm. 

 Terms of reference of 

Committees and 

Curriculum 

responsibilities  

Agreed – That the TOR of Committees and the Governor Curriculum 
responsibilities be reviewed in September 2019.    

 Governor training Nothing to report 

 Governor Learning Walk 

and Mentoring 

.  
FE and PS had looked at RE books. The children had also grasped 
the lessons learnt in relation to miracles and parables with some 
of their comments and views being extremely interesting.  Father 
Edward concluded by advising the GB that pupil standards were 
very high.  
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 Updates from Sub 

Committees  

The minutes of the Health and Safety Premises Committee of 10th 
June 2019 were presented to the Clerk for filing.  

 Feedback from Teachers 

and support staff 

There were no issues to report. 

 Race Equality matters There were no issues to report  

 School Council 

Feedback 

The School Council were to provide a talk to parents on the new 
curriculum however, a date would be confirmed dependant on 
potential attendance. AT agreed to attend the morning meeting on 
24th June 2019.     

 Confidential Matters No items presented. 

 AOB A letter had been received from the legal department in the Vale 
Council advising that the Vales catering section was to become a 
separate company in September. Schools could then decide 
themselves who they would use in the future to provide the service. 
However, the letter referred to the equipment in the school kitchen 
being the property of the school, which neither the HT nor GB were 
aware of.  PH in view of her legal background agreed to look into the 
matter, seek clarification, implications fo9r the school and report back 
to the GB.    

 Date of Next Meeting of 
Governing Body 

Confirmed as 25th September 2019 at 6.00pm  

 

 


