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D ST DAVID’S CHURCH IN WALES SCHOOL – Voluntary aided PRIMARY SCHOOL 
GOVERNORS’ MEETING – 23rd January 2020 at 6.00pm 
MEETING MINUTES 

 Agenda Item 
 

 

 Prayers 

Present  

 

 

 

 

Penny Snowden 
 
Abrie Theron - Chairman 
Tom Marples – Vice Chairman  
Ceri Hoffrock – CH -Head teacher  
Andy Clarke 
Llion Davies 
Pam Haines  
Ben Horton 
Amy Gathergood 
Wendy Gordon  
Martyn Hurst  
Cllr G Jones substituting for Cllr J Lloyd for the meeting  
Emily Steggall  
Penny Snowden 
Clerk - Karen Bowen  
 
 

 Apologies  Apologies were received from Karen Anthony, Father Edward Evans 
and Cllr Julie Lloyd (Colwinston CC representative). 
 

 Minutes AGREED that the minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2019 
be approved as an accurate record subject to it being noted that Andy 
Clarke had been present at the meeting held on 25th September 2019.   

 Matters arising from the 

minutes 

The HT took the opportunity to remind Governors that 
confidential items must remain confidential. 

 Updating Members 

business interests 

LD and BH completed the necessary forms. 
 

 New School - update  Although it had been agreed that the new school proposals would 
be a standing item on the agenda there was no further 
information to report at this stage.  
 

 Head Teachers report   The HT’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The HT 
commenced her presentation by referring to the numbers on roll 
as 166 advising that 4 new children were also due to join the 
nursery.  The HT however wished to discuss a matter with 
Governors which was reported as a confidential matter. (See 
confidential minute.)  As the school was at capacity discussions 
ensued regarding the possibility of utilising the ICT suite as a 
classroom in order to create more pupil spaces for the September 
intake. The PTA had advised that they would fund the resources 
for the classroom and other schools in the Vale had spare tables 
and chairs to assist.  The HT advised there would be limited 
disruption and the LA were currently considering possibilities. 
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The School’s challenge adviser would be attending the school in 
March 2020 date to be confirmed.    
 
AGREED – That the HT be thanked for the comprehensive report 
and verbal update and the report be noted. 

 Treasurers Report TM took the opportunity to advise that without the funding from 
the PTA the budget would have been difficult this year. There 
were however monies to be claimed back through the section 50 
grant and the necessary form would be requested to claim back 
the monies.  
There being no further issues raised it was   
 
AGREED - T H A T the Treasurers report be approved. 
 

 Review of Governing 

Body policies  

Strategic Equality Plan - consultation had been undertaken with 
parents and pupils.  GB to be consulted by email and plan to be 
presented to GB meeting 12th March for formal approval.    

 Correspondence  GB booklet – currently being reviewed by Governor’s support in 
the Vale. 
 
A new committee was required to be established for Premises 
this will replace the Health and Safety Committee and a Building 
committee will be a subcommittee. Membership of both to be as 
current Premises, Health and Safety Committee. 
 
In referring to the consultation in relation to Y Bont Faen it was 
noted that the GB had considered this at the last meeting with no 
concerns being raised. 
 
HT thanked Governors for their responses and agreement to the 
special leave request that had been circulated in January. 
 
Reference was made to a letter received from the MP Alun Cairns 
who was pursuing the issue with Welsh Government re funding in 
schools in Wales. 
 
 AGREED – Report be noted 
 

 
 

Calendar of meetings   Date of next Full GB meeting confirmed as 12th March 2020. 
 
Extra inset day advised by WG, St David’s to hold this on 7th May 
2020 

 Terms of reference of 

Committees and 

Curriculum 

responsibilities  

Terms of Reference Grid – AGREED as follows - 
 
AT to fill the vacancy on school budget / finance committee  
BH to fill vacancy on Premises Committee/ Building sub committee  
 
Curriculum Responsibilities – AGREED as follows -  
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LD to replace MH for Welsh responsibility with Curriculum Cymraeg as 
the new title e  
LD to replace AT for responsibility for Foundation Phase 
Additional responsibilities 
ECO – PH 
Fairtrade – AG 
Healthy Schools - WG 
  

 Governor training AT to undertake Chair training – in March 2020 
LD and BH both undertaken Induction training 
Clerk to advise JL to undertake performance management 
Training     
 

 Governor Learning Walk 

and Mentoring 

MH was thanked for his Governor’s Literacy Learning Walk report 
undertaken on 27th November 2019 which had been circulated 
with the agenda for the meeting.  

 Updates from Sub 

Committees  

No updates to report 

 Feedback from Teachers 

and support staff 

There were no issues to report. 

 Race Equality matters There were no issues to report.   

 School Council 

Feedback 

CH reported that the School Council had raised over £700 for the 
Croeso Syrian Refugee Project.  They had also led an assembly on 
anti-bullying, met with the PTFA regarding facilities for the new 
school, advised that playtime resources would need to be renewed 
and suggested signs and appropriate clothing be purchased for the 
school crossing patrol person during the new school build. HT advised 
that she had also attended a Colwinston Community Council meeting 
in January where safety discussions took place in respect of the new 
school build and access on the site. The SC were also considering 
topics to mark the 50th anniversary of the school in September 2020.  
MH suggested a time capsule be buried prior to the new school build.    

 Confidential Matters See separate minute 

 AOB MH requested that the school enter the Cowbridge Physic Garden 
event.  CH to be forwarded the date. 

 Date of Next Meeting of 
Governing Body 

Thursday 12th March 2020 at 6.00pm 

 

 


